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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 and 3-14 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The primary 
reasons for the indication of the allowability of claims 1 and 3-14 are: 

Regarding claims 1 and 3, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the apparatus comprising an electrically 
conductive element disposed at the interior region of the pipe for exposure to a fluid with 
the pipe; and means disposed outside the pipe and operative to provide an electrically 
conductive path between the conductive element and an electrical ground source 
external to the pipe, whereby an electrical ground path is established with fluid in the 
interior region of the pipe. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest in 
combination with the other claimed limitations the apparatus comprising means 
disposed outside the pipe and operative to provide an electrically conductive path 
between the conductive element and an electrical ground source external to the pipe, 
whereby an electrical ground path is established with fluid in the interior region of the 
pipe and wherein the conductive element comprises a metallic rod extending within the 
interior region. 

Regarding claims 6-1 1 , the prior art does not teach or combination with the other 
claimed limitations fairly suggest in of a plumbing fitting comprising a plumbing element 
and an electrical conductor associated with the plumbing element for contact with fluid 
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therein, so as to establish an electrical conductive path between the conductor and the 
fluid. 

Regarding claim 12, the prior art does not teach or combination with the other 
claimed limitations fairly suggest in of an apparatus comprising an electrical conductive 
element disposed within the pipe element for exposure to a fluid within the pipe 
element, and extending outside the pipe element for connection to an electrical ground 
source, whereby an electrical ground path is established between the ground and the 
electrically conductive element in contact with fluid in the non conductive pipe element. 

Regarding claims 13-14, the prior art does not teach or combination with the 
other claimed limitations fairly suggest in of a method comprising the steps of disposing 
an electrical nonconductive pipe element adapted for connection in fluid flow operation 
in the pipe system; and providing a conductive path that extends from the electrical 
conductor with the pipe element to a connection point outside the pipe element for 
attachment to an electrical ground. 

These limitations are found in claims 1 and 3-14, and are neither disclosed nor 
taught by the prior art of record, alone or in combination. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed on April 28, 2005 have been fully considered and 
they are persuasive. 

In response to the applicants argument, the Examiner agrees that neither Zini 
(US 6,307,149) nor the cited prior art teach, disclose or suggest an apparatus 
comprising an electrically conductive element disposed at the interior region of a non 
conductive pipe for exposure to a fluid with the pipe; and means disposed outside the 
pipe and operative to provide an electrically conductive path between the conductive 
element and an electrical ground source external to the pipe, whereby an electrical 
ground path is established with fluid in the interior region of the pipe. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Angel R. 
Estrada at telephone number (571) 272-1973. The Examiner can normally be reached 
on Monday-Friday (8:30 -5:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-2800 Ext: 31. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



July 5, 2005 



Angel R. Estrada 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit: 2831 



